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Kaatsbaan Cultural Park
Presents

RY X

with opening guest
Indigo Sparke

Friday, September 30, 7:00pm



RY X gravitates towards connection. Connection to nature, to his emotions, to his body and spirit, to the human 
experience. On his third, transcendental solo album, Blood Moon, the Australian musician delves into what inspires the pull 
into these spaces—the ways in which we move through the world—in songs that serve as the apotheosis of his artistic 
expression.

Born into the small community of Woodford Island in Australia, he was raised on a permaculture farm by his parents. 
“There wasn’t even a town, really—my school had about 11 kids, and we didn’t have uniforms, or wear shoes,” he recalls. “I 
grew up like that, really close to the coast, in this simple life, spending a lot of time in nature.” It was RY X’s father from 
whom he inherited his love of the ocean and music. “There were instruments everywhere around the house. There was no 
internet… We had vinyl, and tapes. I used to dig through my dad’s vinyl collective and pick stuff based on the cover art.” At
17, he set off to explore Central America, surfing the waves and writing music.

Following a full-time move to Los Angeles at 21, RY X released the single “Howling,” with Frank Wiedemann, a tension-filled 
track on which he sang in his opalescent tenor. In 2013, Ry X released his sublime EP, ‘Berlin,’ with the title song charting in
the top 40 in the UK and covered by a young Sam Smith in the BBC Live Lounge. Newly signed to Infectious Music, Ry X 
followed with 2016’s Dawn, which introduced exquisitely arranged orchestral elements to his already intricate 
compositions. By the time he released his second solo album Unfurl in 2019, RY X was seeking ways to reconcile his love of 
minimalism with those orchestral flourishes.

His latest release, Blood Moon is perhaps RY X’s most organic-sounding record to date, one which reflects on intimate 
relationships and translates them into wider conversations on spirit, the divine feminine, and the exploration of self. RY X 
recorded, produced, and engineered the majority of Blood Moon at his studio in Topanga, a community set deep in the 
Santa Monica mountains, where he lives in a similar way to his Australian upbringing. The album’s title Blood Moon 
encapsulates the dichotomy of insular and outward-gazing ideas in his art. There’s something ominous about it: “It’s not a 
beautiful title… Those words carry weight. It’s what love and joy and grief and pain look like… In indigenous culture, it marks 
a time of inward observation, a time not to discard the dark, but to learn about it,” he says. In not shying away from the 
dark, RY X has unveiled his most profound and personal work to date.

Throughout his career, RY X has sought to engage in all forms of artistic expression, evidenced by sold-out performances 
across the world, performing in hallowed spaces such as London’s Royal Albert Hall alongside orchestras and string 
sections, and Berlin’s historic Konzerthaus with the German Chamber Orchestra. In 2018, RY X performed at the Nobel 
Peace Prize in Oslo with The Acid, his collaborative project with British DJ Adam Freeland and California producer Steve 
Nalepa. He says, of his relentless seeking of new ways to express himself. “I could repeat myself, but the role of a true artist is
to dig deep, to strip yourself of your own ideas.”



Australian singer-songwriter Indigo Sparke sings with lyrics that “both cut hard and comfort,” says NPR’s Bob 
Boilen about her performance on Tiny Desk Concerts. Her 2018 single “The day I drove the car around the 
block” caught his eye and led him to see her perform at SXSW, which the Austin Chronicle previewed with 
“Sparke’s gorgeous, subdued folk...demonstrates a sophisticated sparseness of fingerpicking and voice, 
coiling into a haunted spaciousness bristling with heartbreak.”

Indigo was born in the belly of Sydney, Newtown, named after the Duke Ellington song Mood Indigo by two 
artist-musician parents, and brought up on Joni Mitchell and Neil Young. Following her Steiner education, she 
attended a performing arts school then spent three years at acting school, all of which led her to following a 
music career. In Australia, she met the band Big Thief and grew close with the band’s front woman, Adrianne 
Lenker. Lenker co-produced Indigo’s debut album, released on Sacred Bones Records, Echo. The record 
received much critical acclaim. Jayson Greene in Pitchfork wote, "As with [Big Thief’s Adrianne] Lenker, there is 
a weird magnetism just beneath the surface. Sparke sings with quicksilver emotional ferocity, flickering out of 
her head voice into a lower register that hints at wilder, more elemental feelings. The atmosphere is rapt, the 
silences charged. The longer you spend sinking into her music, the more you realize its essence is not airy, but 
inky and dense, and Echo is a dark little star of intimacy and intensity." the blog Gorilla vs. Bear described 
Indigo’s music as, “achingly beautiful and heart-wrenching... Feels impossibly intimate and vast at once, like a 
cherished secret that, once shared, becomes universal truth."

Following the album’s release, still amidst the worldwide lockdown, Indigo worked on her second studio 
album in the summer of 2021 in the US with The National’s Aaron Dessner (Sharon van Etten, Taylor Swift, King 
Princess, Big Red Machine).

Hysteria is a magnetic work that carries a rare and reflective power. With harmonies that sound like the voices 
in your head, she examines love, loss, grief, and a newly realized rage. Only a year after her minimalist debut 
Echo, Indigo offers a sweeping and complex body of work, a diary built for big stages.

The album Hysteria is set for release October 7th, 2022 via Sacred Bones Records.



Kaatsbaan Fall Festival Visual Artists

Curated by Hilary Greene

Emil Alzamora
Stuart Farmery

Tristan Fitch
Jared Handelsman
Kenichi Hiratsuka

Lowell Miller
Portia Munson
Shelley Parriott
Eileen M. Power
Gregory Steel

Christina Tenaglia
Millicent Young



Thank You to Kaatsbaan Sponsors

Kaatsbaan Fall Festival 2022 is generously sponsored by



Special Thank You

Sarah Arison

Quinn Wharton, Filmmaker
Bess Greenberg, Assistant Videographer

Output Agency

Michelle Tabnick Publicity
Abbe Aronson Publicity

The Suminski Innski



Thank You to Kaatsbaan Members

Jennifer & Bob Dubraski

Charles & Deborah Adelman 
Robin & Jeremy Krantz

Lisa Kulson
Sarah & Jamie O’Donnell

Alex Payne & Nicole Brodeur
Julia Richie & Michael Hoff 

Abby & James Saxon
Adrienne Schulte & John Froelich

Cassandra Del Viscio, Edgeworx Studios
Gary Handel

Karin & Paul Kingsley
Alessandra Long
Jocelyn Manship
Robert Ouimette

Tricia & Foster Reed 
Jeff Samberg

Steven Siegel & Alice Linder

Stella Abrera
Julie & Peter Gale
Darren Henault

Wendy A. McCain 
Kenneth Monteiro & Leo Blackman

Stefan Prescott
Cynthia R. Richards

Deborah Bernstein
Lisa Bretherick

Curtis DeVito & Dennis Wedlick
Julie Gardinier

Lori Greenberg
Jan Hopkins Trachtman

Marc Isserles & Shea Dean
JaegerSloan

Amy Klein
Kara Pfaffenbach

Albrecht and Lisa Pichler
Alison Price Becker

William Scott
Patricia & Gary Soldati

Calvin Tsao
Bill Walters

Angela Amoroso
Patrice & David Barnett

Roma Cherubini
Marilyn Entwistle

Zoe Evans
Carla Helmholz
Colleen Herman

Jennifer Hicks
Suzanne Holzberg

Elaine Jaffe 
Marilyn D. Janow

Barbara Janowitz & Peter Entin
Phillip Kasofsky

Tom Keane
Patricia Koch

Elisabeth Krisjanis
Maurice & Leslie LeFranc

Caren & Rion LoBrutto
Elena Matsuura
Susanna Miller
Raphael Moser

Elizabeth Mullins
Kate Norment

Pat Oshea
Kallie & Michael Robertson

Jim Schneider
Abbey Semel

Martha Sherman
Betsy Stark

Catherine Susser & Jacques Luiggi
Susan J. Sutherland

Cynthia Talley
David Wallick

Lisa Weisinger Manne

Rebbekah Blu
Jillian Friedman

Marc Gerber
Jennifer Maloney

Ellen Zerkin



Thank You to Kaatsbaan Interns & Volunteers

Kaatsbaan Fall Festival Volunteers

Nancy Barbie
Rochelle Bartolo
Barbara Blisko
Ray Ferrester

Beth Graziano
Ruth Katz 

Rhonda Koretzky
Angie Mahdavian
Carly O'Keefe-Grey 

Abby Saxon
Lois Walden

Francine Xavier

Kaatsbaan Fall Festival Interns

Jedea Cook 
Nicole Hutchinson 
Annabelle Pitcher 

Aliya Siegel



About Kaatsbaan Cultural Park

The mission of Kaatsbaan Cultural Park is to provide an extraordinary environment for cultural 

innovation and excellence. As both an incubator for creativity and presenter for world-class artists 

in dance, theater, music, film, poetry, and culinary and visual arts, Kaatsbaan provides artists with 
state-of-the-art dance studios, accommodations, an indoor theater, and two outdoor stages. 

Sitting on 153 Hudson River-adjacent acres, Kaatsbaan is free of urban facilities’ space and time 

constraints, allowing for exciting levels of artistic exploration, creative action, and achievement—

just two hours north of New York City. Kaatsbaan Cultural Park is committed to the advancement 

of diversity, equity, and inclusion in the arts as we aim to present, promote, and embrace 

programming that accurately reflects our society. We encourage a broadly diverse group of 

individuals to participate in our programs and join our Board and Staff, and insist on being 
inclusive of all peoples regardless of their race, ethnicity, gender, sexuality, socio-economic 

background, or physical or mental ability.



Board of Trustees
Kevin McKenzie, Chair

Hilary Greene
Kevin Greene
Sonja Kostich
Sioux Logan

Junior Board
Patricia Arellano, Co-head
Eleena Melamed, Co-head

Alex DiMattia
Henry Greene
Philip Kwoka

Merica May Jensen
Alice Murphy

PJ Pascual
Irene Yoo

Kaatsbaan Cultural Park
Board of Advisors

Dancers
Isabella Boylston

Gary Chryst
Herman Cornejo

Carmen de Lavallade 
Alessandra Ferri
Gillian Murphy
Garen Scribner

Christine Shevchenko
James Whiteside

Directors
Sascha Radetsky

Peter Sellars
Wendy Whelan

Board of Advisors

Choreographers
Jacqulyn Buglisi

Jessica Lang
Annie-B Parson

Justin Peck
Pam Tanowitz

Christopher Wheeldon

Culinary Arts
Jeff Gordinier

Special Events
Ryan Hill/Apotheosis Events



Kaatsbaan Cultural Park Staff
Sonja Kostich, Chief Executive & Artistic Officer
Naomi Miller, Artistic & Grants Administrator 

Brandi Norton, Education Director
Erin Reck, Operations & Production Director

Ash Umhey, Technical Director & Site Manager

Chaslyn Donovan, Social Media Associate 
Hillary Jackson, Finance & HR Administrator 

Sean Regan, Bookkeeper, Perfect Balance Bookkeeping, Inc.
Olivia Shea, Administrative Assistant

Edra Stern, M.D., Medical Advisor

2022 Festivals
Adrienne Truscott, 2022 Festival Coordinator

Jeff Gordinier, Curator of Culinary Arts 
Hilary Greene, Curator of Visual Arts

Oliver Ray, Curator of Music

Founders
Gregory Cary • Kevin McKenzie • Bentley Roton • Martine van Hamel



#kaatsbaanfallfestival

Digital content from the Fall Festival will be made available weekly on Kaatsbaan social media platforms.


